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  dence	  in	  each	  category.	  Brown’s	  research	  is	  organized	  around	  five	  questions:	  (1)	  why	  are	  biomedical	  tests	  of	  prayer	   controversial;	   (2)	   are	   healing	   claims	   docu-­‐mented;	  (3)	  how	  do	  sufferers	  perceive	  healing	  prayer;	  (4)	   can	   health	   outcomes	   of	   prayer	   be	  measured;	   and	  (5)	  do	  healing	  experiences	  produce	  lasting	  effects?	  	  	   After	   a	   tour	   of	   the	   Pentecostal-­‐Charismatic	  global	  healing	  movement	   in	  chapter	  one,	  chapter	   two	  introduces	   the	   history	   of	   testing	   prayer	   including	   a	  discussion	  of	  recent	  major	  studies	  of	  distant	   interces-­‐sory	  prayer.	  Brown	  discusses	  the	  fact	  that	  a	  major	  dif-­‐ference	  between	  studies	  yielding	  positive	  versus	  nega-­‐tive	  outcomes	  was	  the	  difference	  in	  the	  characteristics	  of	  the	  intercessors.	  Of	  the	  studies	  she	  discusses,	  stud-­‐ies	   with	   positive	   outcomes	   used	   intercessors	   who	  were	   “born	   again”	   (88)	   or	   who	   were	   believers	   “in	   a	  personal	   God	   who	   hears	   and	   answers	   prayer”	   (88),	  while	   studies	  with	   negative	   outcomes	   used	  many	   in-­‐tercessors	  who	  would	  not	  meet	  either	   criterion.	  Very	  helpful	   discussions	   are	   included	   of	   the	   controversial	  randomized	  controlled	  trial	  of	  prayer	  and	  fertility	  out-­‐comes	   and	   the	   original	   and	   revised/updated	   reviews	  of	  the	  effectiveness	  of	  prayer	  by	  the	  Cochrane	  Collabo-­‐ration.	   Brown	   also	   includes	   a	   short	   discussion	   of	   the	  interplay	  between	  theological	  assumptions	  and	  scien-­‐tific	   research	   and	   how	   theological	   assumptions	   can	  legitimately	   function	  as	   an	  analytic	   tool	   in	   the	  design	  and	   interpretation	   of	   studies	   as	  well	   as	   illegitimately	  be	  used	  to	   imply	  supernatural	  causal	  mechanisms	  (in	  the	  case	  of	  supporters	  of	  prayer	  studies)	  or	  to	  delegit-­‐imize	   prayer	   research	   (in	   the	   case	   of	   opponents	   of	  prayer	  studies).	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  empirical	  methods	  to	  study	  prayer	  as	  well	  as	  theologi-­‐ans	   seeking	   to	   understand	   the	   strengths	   and	   weak-­‐nesses	  of	  various	  types	  of	  evidence	  given	  in	  support	  of	  theological	  claims.	  This	  work	  should	  contribute	  to	  the	  use	  of	  greater	  rigor	  and	  thoughtfulness	  in	  both	  of	  the-­‐se	  endeavors.	  	  	  	  Reviewed	  by	  Timothy	  T.	  Brown	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